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Davis Repentance; 


Wherein a Chriſtian may learn how to humble 
himſelf before GOD, and beg Pardon and 2 
Mercy for his manifold Tranſgreſſions, and. Py 
lay hold on the Meritorious Death & Paſſion j 
of our-Bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
to the Saving of his Soul: As alſo to avο,ꝭ,j — 3 
Falling in Deſpair, & Comforts in Aff. ion. 
With a Penitent Prayer of a Returning Sinner? 
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David's RE PEN TAN CE: or, 
e True PENITENT. 


—— — 


Py - Palm an; 1757 Gs * 
Hear my Prayer, O Lord, and let my Cry c | 
unto thee : Hide not 5 Face — me, when 
I am in trouble. 


ö W E find boly David, though a King lt 
a Prophet; and what might yet more - 

redound to his worthineſs, a Man choſen af 
ter God's own Hearr, that is ſuch a one as the 
Almighty, who diſpoſes of things in Heaven 
and Earth, could with, or did think fit to be 
feated on the Throne of [/r ae}, and govern his 
choſen People, frequently complaining of his, 
Sins, and bewailing his Failings, as being ve- 
- ry ſenſible of his own Imperfections, whereby 
even good Chriſtians may learn not to bear - 
—_— on the Wings of en for 
loveth the humble and contrite Spirit, 

and has promiſed not to turn away 1 Fats 
from them, but favourably to grant their N 
pitions, and draw them to W with the, 1 
Lords of his Loye. eas 
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2 1 Lord, who ſhall dwell ul the holy Prophet) 
ut Tabernacle ? Or who. ſhall reſt upon thy 
ik. Poly Hill? Even be that leadeth an uncorrupt 
th { Ie. and dsth the thing which is right, and 
bs. : JSpeaketh the Truth from bis Heart. He that 
* L tb not himſelf, but is lawly in his own Eyes, 
aud maketh much of them that feareth the Lord, 
„Fl t 1, 2, 3. In all bis Atfiictions we tind 
this holy Man comforting himſelf in the Rock 
of his Defence, with an valhakey Confidence. 
Aue ((ays he) ſer God always before me, for 
- "BE 401 my right hand; therefore | ſhell not fall. 
bk Wherefore my Heart war glad, and wy Glory 
bw zeoyced, my Fleſh alſo ſhall refs in hope, &c. 
Fl. 16; 2, 10. When he was perſecuted un- 
I gully by Saul, whoſe Kingdom he had deliver- 
ed from the inſulting Philiſtines, by over- 
| = throwing the great Goliah their Champion; 
$3 and at many times routing their Armies, he 
[= patiently ſuitered it, as knowing it was an 
>. = AltliQion to humble him, and let him know 
„that he was bur Duſt, and ſubje& to Sorrows 
And Calamities ( he ſtudied no Revenge for 
be. Saus Ingratitude, no, nor do free hlmfelt trom 
Danger, though opportunity oiter'd, as it it 
had been marked out by Providence; but he 
Waitec patiently till by other bands he was 
& feed from the Danger that daily threatned, 

” and which he had ſo narrowly efcaped, tho? 
Ak Name in the Hebrew fignifierh, The 
E-  Belove 
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We | Beloved of God, By which, example a good ©. a: 
Chriſtian may learn to bear patiently. any IN ze 


n a 8 
£ > 4 , 1 
4 —— a 3 | : a g 
— % 4 
+ S 


8 * 4 #4 
* — * 


E , 4 = 
\ 4 4 K ky by 4 K 
R 2 . | 8 
2 i "Te 7 y © | * . 2 
r 1 *% NY ? 1 5 7 * "0+ m0 ? Doo — 1% S SV : . — 5 
5 8 = . : - . / 
1 on p "> { TO * * 2 1 ** n 


RY e ay... 
Croffes without repining, wilting God's Lei- 
ſure, which is ever the beſt, and turneth to 
t | the ſurett Ad vantage; for though his fears 


4 | was great, as himſelf confeſſes, and man 
5 | Snares were laid to entrap him, even by the 
„ he thought he night have repoſed Confidence 
, in; as appears when heſaid, There was but 
d a ſtep between him and Death; and that Sau 
k | hunted after him, as a Partridge, and made 
>. | him flie from Mountain to Mountain; ififo- 
much that he ſometimes thought he ſhould 
l. one day or other periſh by the Hand of Sul, as 
we find it in the iſt of Samuel, the 2oth, and 
. the 2d, &c. When he came to Reign as King 
by God's Appointment, who had bowed the 
Hearts of the People, his chief care was to e- 
r- ſtabliſn Religion, and his Thoughts were 
3 | wholy taken up to build a Houſt to the Lord, 
© had it not been forbidden him, and appointed 
to be done in his Son's Days, referring all his 
w | worthy Actions to the building up the People 


in true Religion; and if we will be truly belo- © 7 
ved, all our Actions muſt have this End': 4 
Namely, to advance the Glory of God in his 
Temple, ro promote Chriſt's 1 Da- 

did had many other Enemies beſide Slut ſo 
that the 18th Pſalm is a Thankſgiving to God 
for delivering him from them; there he fays, 
will love thee, O Lord. my ſtrength: The Lord 
is my ſtrong Rock, and my Defence, | Saviour, | 
and my Gad, and my Might, in whom F will truſt, 
my Bucher and the Horn alſo of my r 1 

ws 8 0 2 and } 


* 


. -. 4 
' " „ W P 
6 $ 1 5 IJ. = > | l by L A * £ _ 
* | . ” ” — + *.. | 9 * 


28 4 1 — 


1 1 
| and Ref; fuge, I will call on the Lord who FR wor- 
t to be ed z Jo ſhall I be ſafe from my E 
ne miet. Sorrows of Death compaſſed me, 
and the Over flowings of Ungodlineſs made me 
afraid, the Pains of Hell came about me, and 
the ſnares of Death overtook me in my trouble, 
I call upon the Lord, and complain unto my 
God; ſo ſhall he hear my voice out of his boſy 
Temple, and my complaint ſhall come before bs 
| it ſhell enter even into his Ears, Plal. 18. verſ. 
I, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. God would noi have his 
AMiftions ca ie, becauſe the Comfort & Con- 
ſolation in overcoming them ſhould be ſweet- 
er; and ſeeing he was beloved of God, and 
yet afflicted, Men thence may learn not too 
much to rely on worldly Happineſs, and plen- 
ty of outward means in this Life, but thirſt af- 
ter the Felicity of the World to come: He 
had Enemies abroad, and ſome Enemies at 
home, as Adonijah and Abſplom, &c, and for 
this cauſe we find him complaining in the 86 
Pam, vis. Bow down thine Ear, O Lord, 
> and hear me, for I am poor and in miſery ; 
| preſerve. thou my Soul, for I am holy; my 
God fave thy Servant that. putteth his truſt in 
© thee; be merciful unto. me, O Lord, for I 
will call daily upon thee; comforr the Soul 
of thy Servant, for unto thee, O Lord, do I 
litt up my Soul; for thou Lord art good and 
7 and of great Mercy to all them that 
1 n.thee; and ſo goes on to the end of 
| — P 3 tor W : 
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y- And Protection; 41 the Series of this 
E fs of great uſe to every good Man and Woman, 

me, fin their private Lives and Converfations * © © 

me | Beſides theſe two outward Afflictions by o- 

and thers, he had the Misforrune to bring a great 

54e. None upon himſelf, by being enſnared with the 

my || Beauty of Uriah's Wife, which made him co» 

u vet her; Sg hide or colour the Shame, cauf 

ed him to be killed by the Sword of the Chil- 
if. [| dren of Ammon; God's purpoſe however, in 
is Per miiting theſe great Otrences in the Godly, 

n- is wonderful; for by the riſing and falling a- 

t · gain of them, others who preoipitate and run 

d | headlong into ſuch Temptations, may be ſtay- 

o ed and reſtrained from Deſpair, by the com- 
forteble Rays of God's infinite Mercy towards 
great Sinners ; bur at theſame time they are 
no warrant to run into preſumptious aud wik- 
ful Sins, leaſt the fjgh provocation fix God's 
Jultice and Indignation upon us, to our final 
Deſtruction. | 8 2 

In Teſtimony of David's Repentance for the 
Sins of Murther and Adultery, he ſung the 
5 iſt Pſalm, viz. Have riercy upon me aſter 
thy great Goodneſs, according to the Multitude 
of thy Mercies do away mine offences : Waſh ne 
thronghly from my Wickedneſs, and cleanſe me 
from my Sins: For | acknowledge my faults, 
and my Sins is ever before me. Againſt thee on- 

Iy babe ] finned, aud done this evil in thy fight, - 
z hat thou mighteſ} be juſtified in thy ſaying, and 
eltar when thou jndgeſt. Behold I was” ſhapen . 
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N 
eee 1 in Sin hath my. Motherean: 
dera me : But lo, thou reguireſt truth. in ook 
iuward parts. and hall. make me tounderfland 
miſdom gy 6497 „ I how ſhall purge me with hn 


Hy/op, and Lſhall be clean; thou ſhalt. waſh. me, 
and | ſhall be mbiter than ſnow + Thou 5 
make me bear of joy and &ladneſs, thar 2 
that i hau haſt broken may reqoice. + Turn thy 
Face from my ſins ; and put out all my pl uw 
frons. Make me a clan heart, O Gad, and re- 
nem a Fight Spyrit within ng And ſo he goes 
on to the end, bewailing his failings and miſ+ as 
deeds: Bur theſe Failings, I ſay, ate no war- 
rant for any Man to do the like; but from 
hence ariſeth a wonderful comfort to the Sin- Im 
ner that hath tranſgreſs d of Infirmity, for Ik 
thence he may be excited to repent, to beg 
for Pardon, to hope for Forgiveneſs, and ſo 
may be free from Deſperation, If David being 
| lorious in Conqueſts and in other Graces, . 
34 ot thus tranſgreſſed, he would perhaps 
& haye born. himſelt too high, but the making a 
1 right uſe of/ God's pardoning his Sins & great 
| "Offences, through Repentance was thereby 
| hamble1 and became more ſtudious to keep 
the Commandments of his Maker, who had 
raiſed him from keeping of Sheep upon the 
Mountains, to the Throne, there to be the She- 
-pherd and Ruler of a mighty Nation; and as 
bis Sins were great, his. Repentance Was no 
leſs, fox he often watereth his . Couch witk 


! "a 3 ; aud having pre, . 
: ſumed 


88 
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9 
wa to number the Pedp le, which a ap. 


an. peared, us he pu Wrede toms 


F 4 lein? when God had made him the 
eror, he offered his Life for 
n Expiation'of that Sin, to turn a- way 
God's Anger from the People, land ſtay 1 
he Plague that deftroy'd them by heaps.” 
TheGodlyicare of this great Prophet was 
n moſt caſes very rid, to obey God, and 
blow his gaidance, as appears by nis of- 
m Confulting in doubtful caſes; 5 the 
ace, as we find he did. 1 Sm. 22. 14. 
48 had. beem done formerly in weighty Bux 
ſmeſſes af State; and all his Life long pro- 
ided for the good of his People, he was 
merciſul to u miracle, in fpar ing Shine, 
vhohad curſed and reviled him in his 
flight from ruſulem. befdte hid Bon Ab. 
alom, his being kind to the Pöſterity of 


Saul; and forgiving many that had 7 ral 


his Enemies, by whichwe may learn that 
Mercy: hd Forgivenefs.exrended to our 
Fellow. Creatures, is of no fall impor- 
tanceſin the ſight of God, who looks that 
if we expect to be forgiven, we mult-for- 
give one another; for what can be a great 


er Impiety, chan to 8K Forgiveneſs of God, ” Din 


hen at the: fame time we have Malice er 
Defigh,” or Rennes are xg dog 
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Promiſe in ſending the true Meſfab to re- 


| comſorts and rejoices himſelf in fo uncon- 
ceiveable a Blethng, when he thus Expo- 


ier thy boly one to ſce corruption. Phun 
halt. ſhew he path of liſe; in thy pre. 
fence is fulnaſt of Foy, and at th might 


10, 11. And in many 
foraviſh'd in contemplating the-Govdnefi 
of God towards him, that his Tongu 
being able ſufficiently to expreſs himſelf 
he calls all the Creatures tòô aſſiſt him in 
pPraiſing and magnifying their Maker and 


tures of Divine Love, till he is carried a 
- way in 4 Torrent of Joy and Delight, con 


the Law of God, viz, My Delight, fays 
he, 2 to do thy Law; and confeſſes he 
was exceednigly pleaſed, when heard the 
People ſay. Come let is go up:40 the How 


5 R fince 8 being ſent back by thi 
hiliſimes, his Joy appeared even to 
_ Favagancy, by dancing before it. 


C8 inet 24 110 1 en: 2 
4 $ Faith was great, ar he was 
not only confident of the tulfilling-of the 


deem the;People, but with a full Aſlurance 
foretels his glorious RefitrreQion, and 


ſtulates with the Almighey, viz, Fer why 
thou fhalt not leave my Soul in Hell, wor 


Hand: are plegſurer for evermore, Pal. 16. 
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Preſarvet, running into Extafies and Rap 


ſeſſing nothing more delighted him tha 


| God, &c. And when The Ark | 
ought up from the Houfe where it hat 
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And ſo great . he had rr | 
WickedncH, and Love for ſacred Things, 
tharalthough he was a King, and liy [ig | 
great Splendor, he rather el tell to e 4 
Door-keeper, the meaneſt Office in the 
Houſe of the Lord, than to dwell in the 
.& Tents, or as the Hebrew: g's it, Pale: 
ces. of Wickedneſs: Earthly- 
tor not his Aim, but incorrupt lie Glory" 
te Higheſt Heavens z he conſidered the 
Promiſe of God, That out of bis Loins 
ſhould comme: the Meſfiab according to — 
Fleſh, that lis, fiom his o.] Steck and 
Lineage, that ſhould redeem; the fot 
God, and be the Bleſſing of aft Natio 
wherefore his Joy was encreaſes;* and 5 
Thoughts were often driven op in, FF 
t | 


= 


and Extaſies; when he ſeriouſly medita 
the Glory of the KING of Saints, which 

he called his Lord; ſaying, The Lord Ja 
unto my Lord, Sit thou on my Right- an 
Fill [ make thy Foes thy Foot ſtrat, Sc. 


Thus 500d Men, like the holy Prophe 
have; for the molt part, Calms in — 
Souls, and carry a ſecret Joy as an earneſſ 
of Heaven, aud that eternal Felicity they 
are deſtined to partake of in the World t9 
come, thinking all Things on this fide far 
too ſcanty to bound the Defires of the Soul, 
which indeed can beſatisfied with nothing 
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e to aſdem to the Fountaln 
of Life and Immortality, flom whence it 


game, This great Patriarch gxptefics. no 
leſs by; the many Rapture be eften ext 
preſſed his longing Defiresſbu, and paſſio- 
nately goyeted to know what in full, that 
| a Eartf he, could! KnOW.: but in part, as 
rom à great Niltance we behold the, dun, 
ah Sete doe 1$,@ppears but ſmall 0 us, 
far wales bigneſs khan the Earth; 

| ee ſo much as ds G fficient 
de be knawa z helgives us a;Djrection-tg 
eternal Joys 7777 rofpeth gf what it is, 
25 holy David aich, If we keep his Com- 
mand ments, we may expect through his 
intinite Mercies and Gogdneſs, for in our 
"ſelves: we can deferye 4 0 Holy Da- 
pid himſelf contelfes. be Mas but a Worm 
Ln. te: expe ed the lowlineſs'of his 
nd; that he Was not puffed. up, though 

King, with” Pride and Vain-glory, but 
_ on be conceiv'd himſelf in Reaſon to de- 
ſerve ug more at che Hand of the Almighty 
than the meaneſt Inſect; for indeed the 

ä greatelt, and ,molt-\.pertect.; Repentance; | 
without God's Mercy inter poſę with / his 
Juſtice, canavailius nothing; there is no- 
1 of Men chat can either ju- 
ige or enable them to ſtand upright at the 

laſt Pay; tis only God's Mercy in the 
Merits of his dear Son, that can render us 
2 to look Vp When we come 10 give an 
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Aceauntof our 555 ſor there is * 


' acknowledge my, Sins; 0 Lorg, and my 
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can. be: hid from the roy! -who ſees our 
ſecret Thoughts, no 9 be ing able to 
obſcure us from the leaſt of Thin gs. This 


Conſideration made holy David — A, I. 


Tranſgreſhons are ever. before thee : We + 
little contijler: boy may. Tears, Sighs and 
Groans it colt this) go Man uponteverh 
Failing z he knew tha there!is nothing ſo 
power fil 48 Teen yl contrite Spirit, 
eo mmended in fervent Prayer; for God 
himſelt bag ohe will not deſpiſe; - 
it is an acceptabſe Sacrifice, as a feet 
ſmelling Savour it is in the Noſtrils of the 
Lord who is gtagigus, and willeth nofthe 
Death of 4 po. Liner, bat i is defirous hs 
ſhould rather repgnt and le. ank 
AEM ben 4 or von: | 1 
„God is ider dererp clogs; but His 
Crack and Favour rarely extends iu. an ex: 
traordinary Manner to the {ſtubborn and 
mate Sinner; therefore holy Pauid 
ook; better Meaſures, to give Poſterity a 
| Artern how to act, in caſe, through Frail- 
7 they fell into grievous Sins; therefo 
we conſider David's Miſcatriages, let it 
de to avoid them; if kis Repentance, to 
mitate dim therein; and be e 
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From theſe Pallages, in the Life of this 
holy Man, we may draw: ö 
e cen to our ſelves. 


. To: learn to be e in all 
Sas. Stations and Conditions ef our Lite, 
1 Secondly, To be humbloand patient un- | 
der Aﬀtictions, Loſſes, Croſſes, or any out- 
ward Calamity; and lock upon them as 

ſent from, or permitted by God, to txy 
and refine us from the of Sin and 
- Senſuality, which! too W flow from, 


 Frolperity_. | 


"Thirdly we muſt Wm to ſors a Watch 
I Mouths, to keep us from falling 
into great Sins, conſidering how many Sor- 
rows and Tears they coſt this good Man, 
in which God fot a Time ICT bim: to 
be overwelm d. y 5s 


Eurrbiy. We x may en not to defpai 
of God's Mercy, but to be ſtedfaſt in o 
Faith and Reliagce on him, Who is able to 
Kr the utmoſt. 
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7 Ein. We may know the wk of 2 8 
Conſcience, when the Clouds and. 
ms are over: A dlaftly, learn to ly s 
Well, that when this Life is ended, by imi- 
tafing” David's Virtnes and Repentance; ft 
have Deviz's Reward, which is, A Crown © -* 
of Life and Immortality in the Higheſt 
Heavens. To which, God of his infinite 
Mercy brigg us all, tihrough Jeſus Chrilt | 
We ation Saviour. Amen, ＋ 
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